HARM REDUCTION

Chapter 285 of Acts
of 2024

An Act relative to treatments and coverage for substanc use
disorder and recovery coach licensure

Massachusetts Legislature approved legislation to combat the opioid crisis and
support residents living with substance use disorder (SUD). Governor Healey signed
this legislation into law on December 23, 2024.
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Mandates that insurance providers An Actrelative to treatments

cover opioid reversal drugs like Narcan and coverage for substance

and Naloxone. use disorder and recovery
coach licensure

Prohibits life insurers from denying

coverage or imposing limits if a person

obtained an emergency opioid antagonist : .
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Mandates insurance coverage for
recovery coaches and establishes
recovery coaching licensure.

Promotes the recovery of pregnant
people on medications for substance
use disorder by clarifying that
encountering a substance-exposed
newborn does not trigger an
automatic referral to the Department
of Children and Families

Establishes a criminal and civil liability
protections for people who, in good
faith, provide or utilize fentanyl test
strips or other drug testing equipment.
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The unfortunate truth is most people in our \ -
Commonwealth know someone who is struggling or has '
struggled with addiction, and it is absolutely heartbreaking
how many loved ones we continue to lose to this disease.
At the most fundamental level this bill is about keeping
people alive until they are ready to begin recovery and

supporting all those in their recovery journey.

-Senator John Velis (D-Westfield)
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